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Editorial
words
Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos
For the past three semesters, The Union for Puerto Rican Students, Que Ondee Sola, Chican@ Mexican@
Latin@ Student Coalition (ChiMexLa), and the Latino & Latin American Studies minor students have
organized a very important and special event that reveals the concerns and hopes of NEIU's Latina/o
students. Currently, NEIU has over 40 minors, but very few of them have had such student support and
participation than the Latino & Latin American Studies minor (LLAS) minor. With such a large Latina/o
population, LLAS is poorly funded and other programs with a focus on Latinas/os face the same dilemma.
With Plantando Semillas, we hoped to bring to the attention of the university administration, faculty, and
student population the advantages of maintaining a LLAS minor and its growth into a major. For three
semesters we have continued a successful dialogue on other Latina/o issues at NEIU, with increased
attention by the university at large.
Last semester was full of struggles and change, from the Latino Legislative Caucus Hearings that revealed
the dire state of Latina/o focused programs to the end of Salme H. Steinberg's presidency at NEIU. 2007
can be a year for the flowering of Latina/o organizing on campus for the issues that concern us, from low
retention rates to a Latina/o Cultural & Resource Center. The Latino Legislative Caucus is set to return
this fall as City Clerk and QOS alumni Miguel Del Valle promised, therefore the administration must
heed to the needs of one of the largest student populations on campus or it will face funding-cuts for its
proposed Education Building plans, which we will all suffer from. Come and be a part of making history
and participate in holding the university accountable. The struggle for improving the Latina/o status at
NEIU will continue and of course there will always be QOS to cover it.

Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illinois
University. The opinions expressed in Que Ondee Sola
do not necessarily reflect those of the Administration.
Responsibility for its contents lies solely with the
staff.

We appreciate and encourage suggestions and
contributions.
Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Louis Chicago, IL 60625
Room E-041
(773) 442.4583
q ueondeesola@hotmail.com
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Misi6n
Que Ondee Sola was established in 1972 and
remains the oldest Puerto Rican/Latina/o
university student publication in print. Our
mission is to provide the NEIU campus with a
relevant and engaging publication that deals with
student issues with a focus on Puerto Ricans and
Latinas/os, our communities, and our patrias.
Que Ondee Sola continues to affirm the right
of Puerto Rican self-determination, freedom for
all Puerto Rican political prisoners, and support
for a truly participatory democracy.
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Plantando Semillas: Breaking Ground
On December 5, during Activity Hour in Room SU003 the Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS), Que
Ondee Sola, Chican@ Mexican@ Latin@ Student Coalition (ChiMexLa), and the Latino & Latin American Studies minor students organized a panel of discussion in support of the Latino & Latin American
Studies program (LLAS) and other issues affecting Latinas/as on campus. The panelists were the Editor-in-Chief of Que Ondee Sola Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos, Dr. Christina Gomez, Assistant Professor of
Sociology, Luz, a Latina/a student at NEIU, and Eric A. Rice, a black student in LLAS. Below are quotes of
some of the reflections by students of LLAS course Puerto Ricans & the Caribbean, taught by the dynamic
professor Jose E. Lopez, who participated and attended the event.

Ethan Halpern-Givens
"The panel discussion was a
The questions that were asked
to the Illinois Latino Legislative
earlier this year at school. Two of
discussion, were also hot topics at

highlight of the event in my opinion.
seemed largely to be a follow -up
Caucus Hearings, which was held
the themes, which dominated the
the hearings event...

"The first topic was the importance
ways to hire more. I think one of the
when this discussion comes up,
necessarily have to be involved in
Semillas event did a good job of
faculty positions should be an

of Latina/a teachers on campus and
things, which are often overlooked
is that Latina/a professors do not
Latina/a studies. The Plantando
pointing out that Latina/as in diverse
important asset to the university.. .

"During the panel di scussion
there was a fl yer which had
pictures and information about the Dr. Victor Ortiz, LLAS Director cultural center at UIC which was
very useful. I think that it helped
people conceptualize the possible
Latina/a Cultural & Resource Center at NEIU, which led to a discussion about what the center could be.
Prof. Gomez took this discussion further by suggesting that potentially some LLAS faculty could have
some of their hours at the center rather than their offices ....
"I think that the event was successful because it was educational, but not only was it educational in the
sense that people were able to learn about the program. We as a whole were able to discuss and brainstorm.
I think the discussion was important, because people's feelings about the program and ideas of where the
program should go in the future were freely exchanged."

Veronica Giusti
"All I know is that we need a Latina/a Cultural & Resource Center in our school so that we can have more
resources in our schools and in our community... "
4

Vanessa Vera
"There was a total of three professors at the event but not one administrator showed-up. This goes to show
us the importance that the university places on [the LLAS] program...
"The LLAS program has been kept alive by the professors that continue to fight for more courses and for
more resources. In order to achieve these things the program needs to be well funded, there is no way
around it. Students in the LLAS program are very passionate about the program and its need for resources.
Instructors and students are in agreement that the program has needs that are not being fulfilled by the
university...
"As I have mentioned earlier NEIU has given the Latina/o student population the cold shoulder and in
many ways the Latina/o students have also given the university the cold shoulder. We have done this by
deciding to just fulfill our requirements so that
we can graduate. We have failed to fight for what
can be essential to another student, present and in
the future . We are failing to fight for something
that most of us see as pretty insignificant because
we can not see its direct impact on ourselves."

Carlos Jimenez
"It seems to me that there is much disrespect,
lack of interest and a sense of unimportance
from the administration at Northeastern Illinois
University. I got that feeling when I attended
the "Plantando Semillas" event chronicling the brief history of the [Latino and] Latin American studies
program and its vision for the future ...

"Dr. Victor Ortiz, the head of the LLAS program, expressed a degree of outrage [by] the resistance from
the administration for its lack of support of the program, despite NEIU's large Latina/o student population.
Furthermore, Dr. Ortiz believes that the challenge is to transform the minor into a major. The key factor in
the endeavor is student support ..
"Dr. Christina Gomez [Assistant Professor of Sociology] also made a very interesting point when she spoke
of the lack of Latina/o professors at NEIU and other universities. The fact that a big chunk of her day is
spent doing research in order to get tenure, sitting in on meetings at the university, and preparing courses
is extremely difficult and that fact that she feels she has a responsibility to the Latina/o communities adds
more pressure ... "

Marilyn De Leon
"The LLAS program is a great program. I personally had the privilege to take the Puerto Ricans & the
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Caribbean course. You do not necessarily need to be Latina/o to appreciate a course like this. A program
like this enriches an individual with culture and history .. .. In today's society, Latinas/os are in demand.
Leaming a little about where they came from will help us understand Latinas/os more ....
"Having $19,000 a year to use as the LLAS program's budget is ridiculous. It's peanuts. We must gather
together and make a difference. We must fight for this program. Honestly, if I could go back in time I
would really concentrate in mobilizing individuals [for Plantando]. I now see why this program is so
important. It is education. It is our success. I hope to see this program prosper and grow."

Felipe Diosdado
"One of the topics of conversation [at Plantando Semillas] was the [possible]
creation of a Latina/o Cultural & Resource Center here on campus. [What a]
beautiful idea for the vast Latina/o population here on campus, also crowned
the largest Hispanic Serving Institution in the Midwest; why not have one ... ?
"To see the untapped potential in our school is discouraging and to make any
strides whatsoever is deemed unworthy... We can perhaps disc uss with students
various topics such as the Latina/o Cul tural & Resource Center and the creation
of a LLAS major, among other [issues]. I would love nothing more to see on
campus [than] a solid foundation of the program ... educating the eager of all
walks of life and providing an array of courses ... "
Marfa Paula Chaves of UPRS

Eric A. Rice
"Plantando Semillas was a great opportunity for
students to learn about the history, present, and
hopeful future of the LLAS minor at NEIU. I am
truly grateful to have participated in Plantando
Semillas and through it I have made new friends
and have joined a great organization such as
Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS). This
was a new experience and learning process for me
and I am very excited to help plan next semester's
Plan tan do Semillas."

The panelists
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The Significance of the
Latino & Latin American Studies program
words

Patricia Beckham

The Latino & Latin American Studies Program
(LLAS) is a wonderful, unique opportunity for
everyone from everywhere who desires to make a
positive difference in our society. It is an opportunity
to become well prepared to make awesome changes
not only in our society but in the world. LLAS is
a bridge between all races and cultures of the
world, bringing societies together through shared
experiences, struggles, and accomplishments.

ignored because of a lack of support in Congress
and the President. A democratic society does not
delay in resolving issues that help the people who
need its support, for example: the status of Puerto
Rico and undocumented immigrants. Yet, Latinas/
os have had to struggle for centuries with racism,
humiliation , discrimination, and hatred in a society
that is supposed to free of these insulting attitudes.
LLAS offers every student the opportunity to
become immersed in culture and an education that
promotes self-esteem and motivation. It links you to
a myriad of opportunities to become knowledgeable
in many other areas. The educational experience
that you receive from LLAS is invaluable and is
also enjoyable.

To say that obtai ning a major or a minor in LLAS is
not important is ridiculous. One must look at reality
and adopt the benefits that can be obtained by taking
a class in LLAS or adopting it as a minor, whether
one is a Latina/o or any other member of the human
race. LLAS underlines the historical bases and
cultures which have indisputably contributed to the
shaping of the world in many areas. The programs
also offer a diversity of interests and ideas.

An educated society is a pros perous society. The
more educated the members of our society are, the
more prosperous we will become. LLAS adds to
the prosperity of our society by building leadership
skills through knowledge and experience. Please,
do not miss this opportunity to drink from the
fountain of knowledge and from the wellspring of
experience of our foremothers and forefathers and
quench the thirst that is inside all of us to be free
and well educated. The truth will set you free.

In any career that you choose, knowledge of Latina/
o culture and history fosters professionalism that
may be used to enhance the educational aspirations
. of others, while moving society forward.
Throughout history there have been many
prominent Latinas/os who have struggled within
the political process of U.S . culture on our behalf.
Many Latinas/os have died in the course of the
struggle and many of us have been murdered for
fighting the cause of justice and equality. Many
Latinas/os have been, and still are, political
prisoners for speaking out against the atrocities
committed by white supremacy. Their struggles
deal with many issues which deeply affect the
Latina/o community and have, to this day, been

Patricia Beckham was a student in Puerto Ricans
& the Caribbean, a LLAS course.
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I Don't Think I'm From Spain ...
words
Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos

"Hispanic or Latino or whatever you want to call them" still resonates in my mind. Or whatever you
want to call us? We are Latinos and Latinas, not "Spanish." You may not call us anything you would like
Mr. Board of Trustee (BOT) member Edward Dykla, not you nor any other non-Latina/a. What also stirs
my mind is the question of why an ignorant comment provoked such outrage and discussion on campus?
Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU) is first and foremost an educational institution of higher education.
Therefore, it is full of intellectual, critical-thinkers, be it professors or students. Nearing 2007, it should be
the objective of every educational institution to promote critical thinking, which focuses on the complex
in order to gain a better understanding of things. Furthermore, NEIU is an institution with a 26% Latina/a
student population, a "Hispanic Serving Institution" with a central role in the history of Latina/a Chicago
community struggles. In such a demographic reality one would take for granted the idea that any student,
let alone any administrator or faculty member, would even know the difference between Spain and Latin
America, or the Spanish and Latinas/as. I guess , in 2007, there will be still those who do not know any
better, no matter how many academic degrees one has obtained. BOT member Edward Dykla is obviously
one of them.
Such a comment with a laissez-faire attitude to history and reality also conjures-up images of a film that
also angered me but forced me to think about my place in this country - West Side Story. A 1961 filmmusical, West Side Story portrayed the racial tensions between newly arrived Puerto Ricans to New York
City and the dying breed of poor white ethnics, resentful over the Boricua deportation to their age-old
ghettos. In the film, racial slurs are thrown around, Puerto Rican women are portrayed as over-sexed, and
Puerto Rican men are depicted as ultra-male figures of deviance. However, what really caught my interest
was the ignorant portrayal of my people's culture in that film. Nuyoricans have created multiple musical
synchronizations in New York including salsa and boogaloo, some might even add hip-hop, but in West
Side Story, Rita Moreno and her band of Boricuas danced to flamenco-like music and dressed like modernday Spanish gypsies. To the white U.S.A. Puerto Ricans were not from the Caribbean or Latin America,
but were Spaniard, but just a little darker.
The project of colonialism is to destroy ones history, to misinterpret it; toy with it. Some argue that Puerto
Ricans and Latinas/as in the U.S. live in an internal colony. Colonialism of course begot racism. Calling
us Spanish is thus racist. Furthermore, racism also has a lot to do with power and who has the power to do
what and to say what. In 1961, Hollywood could call us spies and Spanish to little resistance. People like
Edward Dykla, a white man in a position of power at NEIU obviously feels he could do the same, but the
Latina/a students at NEIU did not keep quiet. We rose once again as we did in the late 1960's and early
1970's to declare our Latinidad (as opposed to that assimilationalist term of "Hispanic").
Some might claim that I am over intellectualizing all of this, that I am digging a little too deep into such a
simple and quick comment. Should we not think critically? This is college ....
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ChiMexLa's
EfDUv £ ts M«uttJs cef¼.atu»v
words

Deyanira Avila
los Muertos, so they coincided it with Dia de todos
los Santos and Dia de los Difuntos. Presently, even
in the Diaspora Mexican traditions are resilient.

El Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, came
from a Mesoamerican indigenous celebration in
which we honor our ancestors. The Day of the Dead
is celebrated on the 1st and 2nd of November, which
coincides with the Catholic celebrations of Dia de
todos los Santos (Day of all Saints) on November
1'1, and the Dia de los Difuntos (Day of all the Dead)
on November 2.

The number of immigrants dying at the US/Mexican
border has doubled since the late 1990s. Last year
alone, 472 people died on the border alone. This
Dia de los Muertos, NEIU' S Chi can@ Mexican@
Latin@ Student Coalition (ChiMexLa) created
an alter outside Alumni Hall as a tribute to those
who have died or were killed at the border - forced
migrants to this country. The alter itself is a symbol
of people who cannot go to the tombstones of the
dead.

The indigenous ofMesoamerica, such as theAztecas,
Mayas, and Nahuas, celebrated Dia de los Muertos
as a dedication to children and a tribute to the lives of
family who had died. It was very common for people
to preserve the skulls of people who had passed
away as trophies to show them during the rituals of
death and
rebirth.
Originally
Dia de los
Muertos
w
a
s
celebrated
the
9th
month of
the Aztec
calendar,
presently
known
as
the
beginning
of August.
When the Spanish conquerors came to present-day
Mexico in the 15 century, they were horrified at the
"pagan" practices of the indigenous peoples who
flourished there. When the Spanish tried to convert
them to Catholicism, they could not destroy Dia de

ChiMexLa placed sugar skulls, flowers, pan de
muerto (bread of the dead), poetry,
candles, and most importantly,
water. Water is used, according to
Dia de los Muertos tradition, so
that the dead can moisten their lips
for their long trip to the unknown.
Symbolically, the ChiMexLa alter
had bottles of unfilled water which
represents the lack of water and
compassion for the immigrants
who cross the border into what is
unknown for them. This ChiMexLa
alter is a remembrance to all people
who have died, sending a message
to the unknown, saying that they
have not been forgotten by us and that the struggles
for the rights of the undocumented will continue
on.
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words Patncrn
.. B eckh am
Every life matters. We depend on each other for our
survival. Each work that someone does affects us
in one-way or another.
As part of he Union for Puerto Rican Students'
(UPRS) Puerto Rican & Latina/o Film Series, "La
Operaci6n," a 1984 Puerto Rican documentary film,
was shown on November 28 (The Mexican film "Los
Olvidados" was shown on November 30). Honestly
I, as well as the 40 other people who attended the
film showing, was only partially prepared to see
the film. This documentary evoked in me a series
of emotions: sadness, amazement, anger, and
fru s trati o n.
Often when
the
word
"genocide" is
used, people
are in denial
that it is a
part of reality.
Others have
become so
desensitized
that it does
not hit a
nerve,
and
they remain
m a comalike state.

people do not learn history, they are doomed to
repeat it. The first principle that we must understand
about this tragedy in history is that "la operaci6n. "
was an act of genocide. But why did this occur and
why is it genocide?
The U.S. government decided that there were
too many Puerto Ricans. U.S. interests needed
to be protected from possible rebellions and
eventual takeovers, and therefore, the Puerto
Rican population had to be controlled. The U.S .
government organized a campaign to convince
Puerto Rican women to agree to become sterilized,

La0peraci6n
is a historical
documentary
about
the
sterilizations of women that took place in Puerto in the pursuit of "Americanization" and prosperity.
Rico during the 1950's through the 1970's. If a These health officials intentionally misinformed
10

Puerto Rican women about these sterilizations,
telling them that the process was reversible. They
purposely omitted information on all the dangers
and complications that can arise from having their
"tubes tied." In many instances, these officials
convinced Puerto Rican women that they did not
need to have any more children. Blinded by cruel
ambition and complete disregard and disrespect for
the lives of Puerto Rican women, these officials led
thousands into hospitals and clinics to undergo the
"surgery of a lifetime."
During the 1960's and 1970's sterilization was a
popular topic in the African American community.
Women spoke of this procedure, having their
"tubes tied," like it was an honor and a privilege.
They made the subject sound so special, like they
were among the elite. I remember this procedure
being explained to me as, "when they tie them,
they can untie them later, but if they burn them, it's
permanent." This scared the wits out of me. But
many African American women actually believed
this. I was 12 years old in 1968 when I first heard
of this practice. After that, I felt sympathy and
compassion for women who told me that they had
done this.
The second part of this tragedy is that Puerto Rican
women were used to test all types of birth control.
The film showed how women in San Juan's
housing projects were used as "lab rats." The film
also documented how health care workers would
come into the island's slums and pressure women

into making their appointments, but not for regular
check-ups, but to get sterilized. Puerto Rico was a
laboratory for all kinds of experiments. Did you
hear me? It was a laboratory for testing. Puerto
Ricans were not regarded as human beings. Why
put a Puerto Rican's life in danger? The answer:
They didn't care about us.
There are many Puerto Ricans today who have
family members who have suffered from "la
operaci6n." Among them was Xavier "Xavi" Luis
Burgos, the President of UPRS, who revealed in the
discussion following the film that he has 5 family
members , including his grandmother, who are
victims of this plot of annihilation!
The entire procedure of "la operaci6n" was
undemocratic, unjustified, and immoral. Imagine
the audacity of having others decide how many
children you should or should not have! Imagine
people coming to your home with tall tales and
promises of grandeur and splendor in the grass
when all there are is tumbleweeds, disappointments
and no water in sight.
Nonetheless, there was one image in the film that
evoked from me emotions of contentment, joy, and
peace: towards the end of the documentary when I
saw a pregnant woman walking, wearing a T-shirt
that said in the front, "Made in Puerto Rico."

First Meeting of the Semester:
Tuesday, January 16
QOS Office E-041
(by the lunchroom)
1:40 - 2:40 pm
(Activity Hour)

Be a part of making
history!
G:!:l@~Du@@@{s@IT'[n) DOO~[n)@~@ ()l)[n)~W@IT'@~Qw o @Du~@@@@
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QOS Profile:

Pr~

words

Marcuz Erazo
Another obstacle Jaime feels that Latina/o students
face at NEIU is the lack of Latino/a faculty. He also
points out that this is an issue that his colleagl!es
at the university's ENLANCE program, which
supports Latina/o graduate students, is pushing,
along with many faculty, students, and staff.

Jaime Mendoza is a father, a teacher, and a counselor
at Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU). Being
one of the few Latina/o counselors at NEIU Jaime
has become very popular and supportive of the
Latina/o students that seek his academic and
personal advice. However, many do not know who
the man with the Virgen de Guadalupe tattoo that
they see walking everyday down the school's halls
really is.

As for Jaime's popular teaching and counseling
style he stated, "One must be visible i~ helpi~g
students, being on a one to one conversation [with
them] and really having communication with
them." Also, Jaime proudly states that "the students
are learning from me and I am learning from them
on how to be a better teacher, as the environment is
a round table formation where everyone is learning
form each other."

Jaime was born in 1974 to a Mexican family living
in Humboldt Park. At age 10 Jaime and his family
moved to the North Side of Chicago in Portage
Park where he attended Schurz High School until
his graduation in 1992. The following year Jaime
attended NEIU, but was soon kicked-out because
of his bad orades ! He then decided to attend Wright
Colleoe f;'r two years to improve his grades in
order to return to NEIU where he became President
of ChiMexLa, a member of the Union for Puerto
Rican Students, and a staff writer for Que Ondee
Sola. Jaime graduated with a B .A. in Art from NEIU
and in 2000 attended the University of Illinois at
Chicago (UIC) for a M .F.A. in Art. Jaime remained
at UIC for a while to teach. In the year 2002 he once
again returned to NEIU as an Art Professor and as
an advisor.

In his point of view Jaime asks that in general,
faculty and students need to meet t!1e adrninis~ration
half way when it comes to wantmg something or
developing things that are for the students, but
also asking students what they want and what
they need to succeed and to graduate. However,
the administrator needs to focus more on what
the student needs. Furthermore, the administration
must also develop programs with active_ student
participation and support. Nonetheless, Ja1rn_e sees
NEIU slowly changing compared to what 1t was
when he attended it in the 1990's.

One of the questions that I decided to ask Jaime was
the reason why he decided to come back to NEIU to
teach . While thanking his ex-professors Elsa Lopez
and Carlos Lebron for their support while he was a
student, Jaime says "Northeastern gave me so much
and showed me much support, and I wanted to do
the same for the students as [NEIU] did for me."
Some of the obstacles Jaime has faced as a professor
at NEIU however include being told by an unnamed
administrator not to attend the Latino Legislative
Caucus Hearings in September. Jaime went to the
open hearings anyway, where he also spoke. At
the hearings Jaime was disappointed to see former
NEIU President Salrne H. Steinberg leave abruptly,
revealing a lack of concern for Latina/o issues at
NEIU.

The last question that I asked Professor Jamie
is what would he like to tell his students when
they read this piece on him. "Regardless what the
University thinks, [one must] always look forward.
Life is not life if you don't have struggles,". he
replied. Jaime Mendoza is truly an . outstandm_g
Latino professor and counselor m which NEIU 1s
lucky to have.
Make sure to be on the lookout for "La Chamba:
Drawings by Jaime Mendoza" corning out
December 2006. Jaime will also had an art show
in South Beach at the Calaller Hotel December 8
- January 8. For more information visit:

www.polvo.org.
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Human Rights activist
Veronica Cruz visits NEID
words

Marfa Paula Chaves
Human Rights activist, educator, innovator Veronica of this group. It is for this triumph Human Rights
Cruz Sanchez has been recognized by Human Rights Watch is honoring Veronica. At the moment they
Watch for her work with Las Libres in the State of are focusing in educating women about gender
Guanajuato, Mexico. Thanks to the efforts of the roles, their rights, and how to defend themselves
Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU) Latino and politically against the state.
Latin American Studies program along with the
Departments of Women Studies, Justice Studies, The other focus of Las Libres is the access of sex
and International Programs Veronica was able to education to adolescents, since the state promotes
stop for a weeklong visit to Chicago and NEIU "abstinence only" policies in all schools. Las
as part of her tour through the United States and Libres provides information about contraceptives
Canada. Her visit consisted
and condoms, along with
of classroom discussions
information on sexually
and meetings with student
transmitted diseases, and
organizations
regarding
the rights entitled to young
Las Libres and their work,
peoples as citizens. Lastly
opening up knowledge
Las Libres focuses on
and setting-up dialogue on
educating young children
women's rights in Mexico
about gender roles , their
human rights, and violence
and around the world.
prevention. All of the
Las Libres is a non-forprograms are under the
profit non-governmental
popular education model
organization fighting for
made famous by Brazilian
women's inalienable human rights and those of educator Paulo Freire.
their children and their families. There are three
issues in which Las Libres fights for: a women's Popular Educationrecognizes the powercommunities
rights of their bodies, the right to have an abortion, have within themselves to educate each other and to
and the right to report violence against them so that make change. Through workshops, La Libres finds
it could be punished under existing laws.
ways in which women can analyze their oppression
and abuse on themselves and in their communities.
In Mexico abortion is only legal in the case of rape, Having the empowerment and voice to identify acts
but when the government tried to remove this from of violence is one of the steps Las Libres hopes will
the books in 2000, Las Libres mobilized a campaign create a world without violence against women,
to stop this legislation and won; this was the genesis
Continue to page 17
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Flashback!
Portable One:
Symbol of Latino Student Struggle Must
Remain Open!
"THERE IS NO PLACE ON CAMPUS WHERE LATINO
STUDENTS CAN GO AND FEEL AS THOUGH THEY WERE
PART OF THIS INSTITUTION WITH THE EXCEPTION OF
PORTABLE ONE"
Que Ondee Sola June 1982 Volume X Num. XII
Teodoro Anderson, Editor
For the last ten years the Latino student body has
utilized Centro Albizu Zapata (Portable One) as a
vehicle to enhance their education at U.N.I. [Now
NEIU] Centro Albizu Zapata has historically served
as a study center for Latino students who do not
find the library and study areas of U.N.I. viable for
'group study.'
Portable One represents a congregating place for
serious students to share their ideas and problems,
as Latinos with an abrasive institution. But most
importantly, a place to reaffirm their identity.
Portable One is a reflection of the students who use
it. It is a Cultural Center with books and magazines
on Puerto Rico, Mexico, and other Latin American
countries. It is also a museum in which past students
have painted murals, posters, and artifacts depicting
the Puerto Rican and Chicano/Mexicano struggle
for social justice. The Portable has been a place in
which prominent people from Puerto Rico, Mexico
and across the U.S. have lectured on topics which
the Scholars of this University do not address.
Presently, Portable One is the meeting place of
Chimexla Student Organization, Union for Puerto
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Rican Students and the Advisory Board to the
Chicano/Mexicano Puerto Rican Studies. The
success of Centro Albizu Zapata is attributed to the
hard work of the Union for Puerto Rican Students,
who have constructed a network within the
community and campus to obtain movies , speakers
and materials to keep Portable One a work place
everyday of the year.
In 197 5, UNI President Mullen turned over Portable
One to the Union for Puerto Rican Students.
This came out of a struggle when the Portable
was part of Proyecto Pa'lante Counseling Center.
Then Proyecto Pa'lante Coordinator, Max Torres,
closed the Portable, locking the Union for Puerto
Rican Students out. After demonstrations by Latino
students, headed by the Union for Puerto Rican
Students and a meeting with President Mullen, the
Portable was given to the students.
For the last 5 years Daniel Kielson, Vice President
of Student Affairs, has known that the Latino
students want to keep the Portable open. Mr.
Kielson's contention is that all portables have
outlived their usefulness and present a financial

problem to the University.
It is true that some of the portables are in bad condition. However, this comes out of neglect on the part of
the university, rather than from use ...
In Portable One maintenance men are only seen twice a year - once in the winter to turn on the heat and
once in the summer to check air conditioning. The portable is maintained by students, for example, the
entrance ramp of P-1 had to be repaired by the students .. .
U.S. Imperialism seeks to destroy the Puerto Rican identity by destroying the island.
UNI seeks to eliminate the visibility of the Union for Puerto Rican Students by demolishing Centro Albizu
Zapata (P-1).
The best analogy of the P-1 issue was given by a U.P.R.S . member. "The demolition of the portables not
only affects Latino students but also the Black Student organizations housed in Project Success (the Black
Heritage Club and the Black Caucus) . ..There is no place on campus where Latino students can go and feel
as though they were part of this institution , with the exception of Portable One."
The removal of Centro Albizu Zapata is part of a long line of attacks against Latino students on campus .. ..
Coupled with the ri se in tuition , cuts in financial aid, and the limbo state of the Chicano/Mexicano Puerto
Rican Studies Program, it is clear that this institution does not see Latinos as part of this University 's
future .

Editor's note: It is important to look back into
our history so that it may help us understand
unresolved historical problems. The struggle for
a Latina/a Cultural Center at NEIU is not over!

Make sure to re~ister for:

Puerto Ricans & the Caribbean
An interdisciplinary class of the Latino & Latin American Studies
minor, you will be immersed in the exciting and dynamic history of
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean and its peoples in all their suffering,
hope, and resistance. Puerto Ricans & the Caribbean will truly be
a classroom experience full of knowledge not disseminated anywhere else by a professor with over 35 years of teaching experience.

Jose E. Lopez
9:25a - 10:;:J0a
Tuesday}, Thursday
Sci Building 229
16378
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The Secure Fence Act
words

Marianyelli "Angie" Lopez
Earlier this year, President George W. Bush laid
out a strategy for comprehensive immigration
reform. The new law is what most House
Republicans wanted, but not
what
Senate
Republicans
envisioned. The Secure Fence
Act of 2006 (HR 6061) is one of
the first steps of a tougher "illegal
immigration" policy publicized
by Republicans. On September
14, the bill was passed by the
House of Representatives. Then
15 days later it was passed by
the Senate. In the Senate there
were 80 YEA's and 19 NAY's.
Even though Congress had
approved the bill in September
they waited until October 23 to
take it to Bush's desk because
they wanted a public signing
closer to the midterm election.
The signing of the bill came
12 days before the midterm
elections.

United States "illegally." Another authorization
is for the high-tech equipment, such as additional
cameras and satellites. The fence construction is
scheduled to be completed
by May 30, 2008. Strangely,
the bill does not state how
the construction will be paid.
Where will these funds come
out of? The citizens of this
country may never know,
unless it is publicized.
When the bill was signed
Mexican President Vicente Fox
and Mexican President-elect
Felipe Calderon were upset that
the bill was passed. Fox stated
that for the past six years he had
been lobbying for a new guest
worker program and a chance
at citizenship for the millions of
undocumented Mexicans who
are working in the United States.
With the fence construction it
will complicate US-Mexico
relations. Arturo Sarukhan, who
is the foreign affairs advisor
to Calderon urged Canada to
publicly oppose the border
control fence on a visit. Calderon
stated that they are considering
taking the issue to the United

On October 26, President
George W. Bush signed the
Secure Fence Act of 2006
authorizing 700 miles of fencing
along the US- Mexico Border.
This legislation authorizes
the Department of Homeland
Security to spend $1.2 billion
for the construction of the fence. The bill also
authorizes more vehicle barriers, checkpoints, and
lighting to help prevent people from entering the

Nations.
The day Bush signed the bill he stated the
following:
16

Continued from page 13
"Ours is a nation of immigrants. We're
also a nation of law. Unfortunately, the
United States has not been in complete
control of its borders for decades and,
therefore, illegal immigration has been
on the rise. We have a responsibility to
address these challenges. We have a
responsibility to enforce our laws. We have
a responsibility to secure our borders. We
take this responsibility serious. This bill
will help protect the American people. This
bill will make our borders more secure. It
is an important step toward immigration
reform."

girls, and their families.
Veronica's visit speaks of the great need for NEIU's
Latina/o community to have resources brought to
us from outside the university walls. Las Libres is
a great example of theory put into practice and also
the start of a network of social justice organizations
that can help students, especially Latina/o students,
realize their potential after graduation. It is
important that resources like Veronica and Las
Libres can be accessible to the NEIU community
since it is a "Hispanic Serving Institution" of higher
learning.

He also stated that he is aware that there are
millions of immigrants in the United States but
that they should not be granted citizenship. Why is
that? According to Bush, he says that it is amnesty
and he opposes amnesty. This is one of the major
problems, because this will separate thousands
of families and further enlarge the immigration
movement. Also, such a bill and sentiment negates
the reality that millions of undocumented Mexicans
and Latin Americans were historically and cunently
forced to migrate into the U.S . due to this country's
economic and political policies in Mexico and
Latin America.
Once the fence is built on the US- Mexico border
for many Texas farmers and ranchers that have land
ne~r the Rio Grande, the fence will cut through
their property and create an irrigation obstacle. Will
the fence really resolve the issue of undocumented
immigrants entering the U.S.? Not really, because
most undocumented immigrants enter by sea or in
an airplane. Nor will the new wall cover all of the
vast border. As long as the issues of undocumented
immigrant rights is ignored and the global policies
of the U.S. continues, walls on invisible borders
will do nothing but placate the conservative base in
this country for political purposes.

17

Veronica Cruz also paid a visit to the members of
the Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS) and
ChiMexLa on campus where we had a dialogue on
her and our work and how it can be related to the
project of social justice. One of the most powerful
statements Veronica made was to work with
communities not for communities. It is important to
recognize the power "underprivileged" communities
have within themselves to help themselves; our
privilege to have education is purely circumstantial
and we have be able to share the knowledge we
have gained to help our communities. In this spirit,
NEIU 's community needs to understand that being a
"Hispanic Serving Institution" is not only an honor
but a responsibility. The students are responsible
for recognizing themselves as a valuable asset to
this institution, just as much as the administration
faculty, and staff. Therefore the student communit;
must understand the needs of its population and
help to solve problems such as Latina/o graduation
rates and other demands, such as Latina/o Cultural
& ~esource Center, that could improve the quality
of hfe of the students at NEIU just like Las Libres
struggles to improve the quality of life for women
in Mexico.

www.laslibres.org

Justice for the Undoculllented Now!
A Letter to the Cook County Board of Commissioners
words Patncia
.. Beckh am
Thank you for the outstanding work you have been
doing on behalf of the residents in Cook County.
Your tireless efforts have given us quality service
and made provisions for improvements. Your
vision for a supreme Cook County is growing more
and more efficient with each idea and each step
toward progress.
As the U.S. continues to grow, we will find at times
that changes need to be made in our lives in order to
accommodate and serve our population. There are
also times when we come to realize that we need
to change, add, or delete laws or acts that do not
adequately serve our public.
The two core principles of democracy are: that
people have a fundamental right to human dignity
and that people have the responsibility to care about
the common good, dignity, and welfare of others.
Today, we are confronted with the opportunity
to extend sanctuary to members of our society,
overwhelmingly Latina/o, who desire to become
legal U.S. citizens. They are hard working people
who desire to reap the fruits of the "American
Dream." They are not asking for a handout, they
are willing to do whatever is necessary to establish
their citizenship. They desire a good education
for their children, and a good living environment
for their families. More than 25,000 have already
signed up for citizenship classes in Chicago, and
more are following .
Our nation needs strong leaders who display
integrity and honor. Undocumented immigrants
deserve the opportunity to be treated fairly as they
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await the decision from Congress to resolve the
issue of immigration. Until this occurs, it is not
only fair but it is also humane to award them
sanctuary where they may continue to live with
their families and their children.
When I read stories in newspapers about parents
being separated from their families and being
deported, and the raids that have occurred often in
the middle of the night, I am reminded of the slave
masters and lynch mobs that separated African
American men and women from their families. This
occurred often in the middle of the night and also at
any moment.
When I read about all the deaths that have occurred
as the undocumented cross the deserts of the
Southwest trying to reach the U.S. border, I am
reminded of the dangerous journey of the black
slaves traveling through the underground railroad
and the perilous risks that many of them took trying
to come North.
When I read about the undocumented being
captured by the Minute Men and Border Patrolmen
and returned to their poor economic conditions, I
am reminded of the dynamic and masterful effort
of Frederick Douglas to have freedom granted to
the slave population; the right to freedom, the right
to education, the right to coexist, contribute, and
receive the bountiful blessings of prosperity.
When I read about a young Latina girl who was
denied the opportunity to attend school because she
was an undocumented immigrant, I am reminded of
the well-known Supreme Court case of Brown vs.

the Board of Education.
When I hear the desperate pleas of the undocumented
to be able to remain here in the United States of Our
America, I am reminded of Dr. Ramon Emeterio
Betances, a 19th century Puerto Rican patriot. After
his Parisian medical schooling, he returned to
Puerto Rico and immediately began his campaign
to free the slave population. He bought the freedom
of every child he could. He educated them. He
dedicated his life to end slavery and free Puerto
Rico from the tyrannical
rule of the Spanish. In an
effort to demand freedom
from the Spanish Empire,
he wrote the famous Ten
Commandments of Free
Men. Dr. Betances used
his unwavering faith , his
impeccable wi sdom, and
all of his resources to
organize the first Puerto
Rican Revolution against
the Spanish in the town of
Lares on September 23,
1868. Today, he is cherished in every heart of the
Puerto Rican population, despite our continued
colonial situation.
When I hear of the laws that some people are trying
to pass to prevent undocumented immigrants from
obtaining housing I am reminded of the redlining
in the neighborhoods of the oppressed - the people
of color, and how the U.S . government forced
many Native Americans to live in places that were
practically desolate and unlivable. Places with no
water, no arable land , no animals to raise for food
and skins.
When I think of Elvira Arellano, the young
undocumented Mexican mother who went with her
son, Saulito, to Adalberto United Methodist Church
in Humboldt Park for Holy Sanctuary against forced
deportation, I think of her determination to build a
life in the U.S. and her loyal ambition to live, work,

and enjoy living with her son. Elvira Arellano is no
more a criminal than Rosa Parks or Harriet Tubman
or Sojourner Truth. Racism is still alive, and it hurts
all of us.
Immigration reform is a national issue that will be
written in the history books. Generations to come
will read about the immigration movement and
there will be notable mention of the very key part
that the Cook County Board of Commissioners
played in protecting undocumented immigrants.
The immigration laws need
to be changed because
they are unreasonable and
undemocratic
m
many
respects; just like the proslavery laws and Jim Crow
laws.
I have faith in your ability
to justifiably protect our
undocumented
immigrant
community.
I also have
respect for your authority
to lead Cook County in a
positive direction, one of integrity, honor, strength,
and courage. You are highly regarded leaders in
your communities and your reputation for having
the skill and creativity to provide justice and equity
to the undocumented immigrant community by
challenging a flawed legal system with respect to
immigration will precede you, wherever you go.
Love is always the order of the day.

Muchas Gracias,
Patricia Olivia Beckham
An African American Latina

This letter has been edited from the original sent
to the Cook County Board of Commissioners
December 1, 2006.
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Massive Resistance in
words

Sophia Lopez

Oaxaca

What began as a teacher 's strike of 70, 000 in May
has evolved into a massive resistance movement
in Oaxaca, Mexico. Since then, more than 800,000
people have marched in protest to demand a more
just society. Roughly 350 organizations have united
to
form
the
new Asemblea
Popular Pueblo
Oaxaca (APPO).

October, however, ex-President Fox sent federal
forces to try and break-up the protests. The people
of Oaxaca were attacked in the process.
On November 2, a critical battle occurred as police

The
central
demand
IS
the
removal
of
Oaxaca's
governor Ulises
Ruiz Ortiz. Since
the
beginning
of the protests,
dozens
of
detainees have
been
illegally
transported
to
military pnsons.
Deaths
and
nnssmg persons
have
been
reported.
Demonstrators had occupied the center of the city
and blocked the state 's executive, judicial, and
legislative offices. Barricades were also built and
protected across the metropolitan region. Local
radio and television stations were also taken over.
Initially, former Mexican president Vicente Fox
delayed involvement in the conflict for months,
saying it was a "local matter." Towards the end of
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tried to retake the university. The radio station,
which has been the backbone of the movement for
the past several months, was under siege. Despite
incredible odds, radio APPO managed to stay on
air.

Several days after the attack, bombs exploded in
the offices of the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI), the electoral tribunal, and an international

bank. Although there were no injuries or deaths, the
incident escalated tensions. Several guerrilla groups
came forth to take responsibility for the acts.
Organizers and protesters were quick to distance
themselves from such guerrilla actions. They
continue to urge non-violent forms of resistance

social resistance against social injustice, neoliberal
economic policies, and political corruption.
Without question, the fightforhumanrights is a global
one. Demonstrations in support of the protests have
occurred in a small town in Italy, in which hundreds
of young people gathered to declare their solidarity
with Oaxaca.
Also, in New
York, several
prote s t e r s
were arrested
in front of
the Mexican
Consulate.
In
short,
O axaca
1s a very
diverse and
i ndige no u s
Mexican
state
rn
which
16
l a n g u ages
are spoken.
It also has
the greatest
number of

to a military-style Funeral
repression on the part
of the Mexican government.

for one of the fallen protesters

municipalities, due in large
part to the strong belief of local

self-government.

The Secretary of the Interior under ex-President Fox,
who is in charge with domestic policy, along with
both Houses of the Mexican Congress, also called
for the resignation of Oaxaca governor Ulises Ruiz
Ortiz. The crises continues even as Felipe Calderon
of Fox's Partido Acci6n Nacional (PAN) was sworn
in as President early December.
The importance of the protests in Oaxaca extends
past its south Mexican border. This struggle is much
more than just the removal of a governor; it is also
a symbolic one. Oaxaca is a testimony of great
21

In a released press statement, Subcomandante
Insurgente Marcos says that the Zapatistas will
continue to stand in solidarity with the people of
Oaxaca. Marcos proclaims, "They are not alone!"
As always, the 500-year struggle for indigenous
self-determination continues.

Ecuador's Push

to the Left
words

Sophia Lopez
The presidential elections in Ecuador are a sharp
contrast to the lethargic and modern U.S. political
climate. The mid-term elections on November 7
were one of relatively low voter turnout. Many
appear unimpressed with a (false) choice between
two parties, Republican and Democrat, who share
striking similarities and
only slight ideological
differences.
In Ecuador, however,
the
November
26
presidential elections
featured two extreme
ideological rivals.
The first was 43-yearold Rafael Carrea,
a
charismatic
and
radical candidate with
a Ph.D. in economics
from the University of
Illinois. He is an ally of
Venezuelan president
Hugo
Chavez
and
promises a "Citizen's Revolution."
His polar right-wing opposite was banana magnate
and billionaire Alvaro Noboa, who made his third
run for president. Much like President Bush, Noboa's
speeches made continual references to God.
Ecuador has faced a series of ousted presidents
since its official return to democracy in 1979, with
the most recent being Lucio Gutierrez in April
2005. Like most Latin American countries, Ecuador
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has been plagued with corrupt governments and
economic instability.
Ecuador has 9 million regi stered voters and voting
is obligatory. There is much at stake for this oilrich nation where more than 76 percent of its 13.4
million population is poor.
Rafael Correa self-identifies
as a "Christian Leftist." He is
opposed to a so-called "freetrade" agreement with the U.S.
and threatens to close a military
base as President. He told the
Associated Press that citizens
were fed-up and that Ecuador
needed profound political
reform, which includes a new
generation of leaders.
He vowed to do away with the
"lying oligarchy." Correa also
says that Bush is "tremendously
dimwitted." Still, Correa has
very little political experience.
He served as economic minister under outgoing
president Alfredo Palacio. He argues that intense
polarization is due to the continuing differences
between the rich and poor.
In a debate among the other top candidates, Alvaro
Noboa simply stated, "Ecuadorians want to eat.
They don 't want these political speeches of bla-blabla." He added that all they want are jobs, housing,
health coverage, and education. For these reasons,

continue to page 24

The

Sandinista-'s
Return

words

Sophia Lopez

legislative branch of government.

The Sandinista Revolution of 1979 marked the
beginning of a government free from political
corruption and one in which served the interests
of its own people. However, a series of corrupt
and destructive rulers have betrayed the promise
of a more just and egalitarian society. What was
different in the November 5 presidential elections
this year were candidates that go beyond the
traditional dominant parties of the Left and Right.

Despite the concentration of power between
Ortega and Aleman, there were two other possible
candidates. The first was Eduardo Montealegre, a
candidate from the National Liberal Alliance. The
other was Edmundo Jarquin, who received the
MRS party nomination after the sudden death of
Herty Lewites.
The diversification of political and ideological
faction s kept any one candidate from holding
a solid lead. Moreover, the cmTent presidency
of Enrique Bolanos Geyer has Nicaragua still
facing unremitting inequality. Of its 5.1 million
inhabitants, more than 70 percent live in poverty.
Social instability is evident in the growing strike
action of public service workers within the last

The popular candidacy of Herty Lewites, a party
member of the Sandinista Renovation Movement,
came to an untimely end with his death in early
July. Daniel Ortega, a central leader of the Marxist
Sandinista government, which was in power from
1979 to 1990, became the leading candidate.
As a former president of Nicaragua under the
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) party
1984-90, Ortega is famous for leading a nation
under Civil War with U.S.-backed right-wing
Contra guerillas, which killed the utopian dream
of a socialist Nicaragua. Arnoldo Aleman, the
candidate from the conservative PLC party, is guilty
of shady political maneuvering. The tactics of both
party leaders led the other presidential candidates to
distance themselves in hopes of gaining a decisive
edge at the polls.

continue to page 24

In 1999, in an unlikely alliance, Ortega and Aleman
negotiated a pact which united their parties in
the National Assembly. This gave them a shared
majority of 90 percent, effectively giving them
overwhelming power and influence over the
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Continued from page 22

Continued from page 23

Noboa says the other candidates do not have the
public support that he does.

twelve months.

The first election round occurred October 15 and
Noboa came out on top with 26 percent of the
votes. Correa came in second with 22 percent.
Noboa, the far-right candidate, accused Correa of
being a "communist" and said Ecuadorians have
never elected a communist. In turn, Correa charged
Noboa of tax evasion and using child labor in his
banana plantations. He also alleged Noboa pays
workers less than the legal minimum.

As with any presidential election in Central or
South America, the United States has a keen interest
and involvement. Ambassador Paul Trivelli, the
U.S. spokesperson in Nicaragua, says the United
States will establish cordial relationships with
any administration that is elected democratically.
He adds, paternalistically, that it must be one that

Earlier, Correa was quick to warn of electoral fraud,
which is similar to the proclamations of leftist Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador in Mexico. His narrowly
lost presidential campaign led to continuing street
demonstrations.
While some United States political analysts point to
the recent leftward turn in Latin America, it is clear
that exploitative and reactionary socioeconomics
are unlikely to disappear anytime soon. If anything,
pervasive injustice will continue to impact the
countries of Central and South America. They
live, fight, and
die in the shadow
of a wealthy,
powerful,
and
closely watching
U.S.
neighbor
to
the
north.
Non e th e l ess,
Rafael
Correa
won the runoff
election s,
signaling
South
America's further
push to the Left. The "free-trade" talks between the
U.S . and Ecuador have now ceased.
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has a reasonable economic policy and is "ready to
cooperate with us."
The expected general traits of a U.S.-backed
Nicaraguan government is one which supports
CAFfA, an offspring of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFfA). It is also one that is
a willing participant and ally of the U.S . "War on
Terrorism." Furthermore, it is a given that it will
not have friendly diplomatic ties with either Cuba
or Venezuela.
In a surprising move, the citizens of Nicaragua,
apparently no longer afraid of U.S. repercussions,
decided to once again elect Daniel Ortega. Quickly,
the President-elect promised to re-enact Sandinista
health care and mass literacy programs that gave
his party such wide support in the past. It will be
interesting to see how nostalgic Daniel Ortega is for
the radicalism of the Sandinista Era of the 1980's,
and moreover, the role the U.S. and revolutionary
Venezuela will play.

words

Myra Rodriguez
Pumpkin heads waved scarily from tree branches
as one would hear, "Trick or Treat!" down Division
Street. October 3] , 2006 marked the 5th Annual
Haunted Paseo Boricua in Puerto Rican Humboldt
Park. It was an event for the whole family sponsored
by the Division Street Business Development
Association (DSBDA) , Cafe Teatro Batey Urbano
youth space, The Puerto Rican Cultural Center, and
Alderman Billy Ocasio that started at 3 PM and
ended at 7 PM.
However,
prior
to the children
gatherin g around
for the event there
was a whole lot
of decorating to
do on Division
Street.
University
and
High
School
students
and
Batey Collective
members all got
together and made Paseo Boricua a scary site,
(scarier even than the Condos that seek to destroy
our community) covering it with spider webs on
Cafe Colao's front windows and seats and prepared
Halloween games for the children in front of
Barretto's Boys & Girls Club.
School bells rang at about 3 PM and school children
glanced at their altered Division Street - it was
adorned with flying black bats and gory goblin
heads on fences!
As the afternoon slowly turned into darkness children
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ran up and down Paseo Boricua receiving candy,
listening to ghost stories in several businesses,
face painting in front of the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center, and parents also recieved a treat when
strolling by Vida/Sida - free condoms! But what
truly marked the night was the Haunted House that
was constructed within La Casi ta de Don Pedro.
Batey Urbano collective members and High school
students dressed
up as reapers,
crazy dead pro m
queens, and a
howling lost girl
just to name a
few
characters,
in order to scare
al I those who
enteres La Casita.
Children walked
111
with smiles
on their faces
thinking thi s isn' t
scary ... then we
would all watch them run out screaming and some
actually crying from fear!
It was a lovely night that hundreds of families
enjoyed on our beloved Paseo Boricua. It was a
safe, fun night that also confirmed that our Division
Street is a real community with traditions and
celebrations to last for years to come.

Blagojevich's Big Rally
words

Myra Rodriguez and Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos
Improvements in health care! A ban on assault
weapons! Expanding kindergarten and pre-school
programs! These were the promises Rod Blagojevich
enthusiastically repeated November 6, not too far
from Paseo Boricua, in his attempt at a second term
as Illinois' Governor. Like many other politicians,
Governor Blagojevich was making one last call to
get the vote out the night before the elections, but not
only for himself, but for a host of other politicians who
came and spoke at his rally in support of a Democratic
control of the State and the country.
The large parking lot was filled with people holding
signs , exclaiming: "Thanks for raising the minimum
wage!" and people shouting "Four more years!" A
constituency from the Puerto Rican Cultural Center
and Que Ondee Sola also joined the crowd in order to
bring attention to our important community.
U.S. Congressman Luis Gutierrez, a former Que
Ondee Sola staff member and former President of
the Union for Puerto Rican Students, hosted the night
and did a wonderful job at roaring up the crowd,
introducing such speakers as Congressman Davis and
with the sounds of Elvis Presley's "Burnin' Love" for
the Governor himself. In his calm yet invigorating
speech, Rod Blagojevich reminded us of his
administrations' accomplishments, such as raising the
minimum wage to $6.50, which he promised to raise
again once re-elected. The Governor also promised
continual funding for stem cell research.
Sadly, through Gov. Blagojevich's hour-long speech
the topic of undocumented immigration was not
mentioned, considering that a good sum of the crowd
was Latina/o.
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The night ended with great roars of excitement
from the crowd and with Gov. Blagojevich shaking
everyone 's hands and promising us a positive change
in Chicago and Illinois.
It is a well-known fact that some politicians like to
feed us promises and though they may keep some of
them it is still difficult for one to figure out their actual
impact. Governor Blagojevich won the election on
Nov 7 with a landslide and followed through with his
promise of raising the minimum wage a dollar more.
At the national level, the Democrats took control of
the House of Representatives and the Senate.
However, the victory of the Democrats does not
automatically guarantee that the issues of the Puerto
Rican people and the broader Latina/o community
will be addressed. We must continue to ask serious
questions such as those related to the hundreds
of thousands of undocumented immigrants in
Illinois and in the U.S. whose documented Latina/o
friends, relatives, and neighbors who helped put the
Democrats into power? What about the two Puerto
Rican political prisoners, incarcerated for the last 26
years? Puerto Rico 's colonial condition? The War in
Iraq? Conventional politics and politicians, whatever
one's sentiments on the matter, needs to be used as
a tool in order to push the agendas of justice and
freedom. In the case of our community in Humboldt
Park, our elected officials have been at the forefront of
advocating the most important issues for our people.
We must now demand that all elected officials follow
the same example.

To the Persecuted
If suffering comes unabated,
if weariness weighs down your spirit,
do as the once barren tree:
flourish.
And like the planted seed:
rise.
Resurge, breathe, shout, walk, fight,
Vibrate, glide, thunder; shine forth ...
Do as the river rich with new rainwater:
grow.
Or like the sea approaching a rocky
shore:
strike.
Know how to face the angry thrust of
(1866-1918)
storms,
not braying, like a frightened lamb,
was a poet, lawyer,journalist, and statesman.
but roaring, like a defiant beast.
He was a co-founder of the Autonomist

Jose de Diego

Party and the Unionist Party and a strong

Rise! Revolt! Resist!
Do as the bull in the face of adversity:
charge
with confident power.

advocate for Puerto Rican independence
and for an Antillean Federation.
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